STANDARD 6

COMMUNICATING THE CHURCH’S SAFEGUARDING MESSAGE
GUIDANCE FOR INDICATOR 6.2

6.2B Guidance on Creating User-Friendly
Versions of the Child Safeguarding Policy

Some Church bodies have found it helpful to create shortened or condensed versions of the
diocesan/religious order’s child safeguarding policy for key audiences. This is done for a number
of reasons:

* It makes the policy more attractive;

» |tis easier to read and understand by key audiences;

* It makes the policy more relevant for each ministry in which Church personnel are involved;
» Shortened versions are more portable.

However, when developing a condensed version it is important to be mindful of the following
points:

* Do not create so many versions of the policy that it dilutes the key messages of child
safeguarding;

» Creating multiple versions will mean that updates and revisions will be more difficult to carry
out;

* Ensure that the messages contained across the various versions of the policy are consistent
and do not contradict each other;

+ Make sure that key pieces of information, such as the reporting procedure, are consistent
across all of the various versions of the policy, to ensure that allegations or suspicions are
reported appropriately.
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